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‘The Dover Road’
a Gay Comedy of
Mismated Lovers

A. E. Milne's Play Meets With
Suecess at Its Premiere
Here.

By LAWRENCE REAMER,

The gayest scherza heard in  the
grinding symphony of New York's
theaters for many o day was sounded
yesterday afternoon at the Bljou Thea-
ter with the first performance of A, E.
Miine's latest play, "The Dover Road"
There was a new producer In Guthrie
MeClintle, who selectad a Friday after-
noon as the time for introducing his
play for the reason that ail the nights
and days about Christmas ure quite
fully oceupied. Such a fresh and blithe
comedy as the new work proved would
have found a welcome at any time.

Whatever the weather may have been
without, the happy audlence inside the
Bljou lost Itself in whole hearted enjoy:
mant of the odd situations and the
wit that sparitled t¢hroughout the text.
Mr, Milne as playwright Is making rapid
progress. “The Dover Road" reaches
a higher mark than he has hitherto
achieved [n any of his plays,

In three wcts that know only i min-
tmum of lagging steps the author tells
the fartastic story of a gentlernan dwell-
ing on the Dover road who does all in
his power to arrest the runaway couples
on their way to France that they may,
under his hospitable ronf, have time to
make more intimate acquaintance with
one another than they have previously
enjoyed., He explains that his great
fortune makes this sort of amoron:
philanthropy possible, At all events, one
couple reaches his home—the chauffeur
having lost the way as usual—just as
another is about to depart after a week
of more or less enforced habltation. Of
course the arriving and departing couplea
should, under the right sort of condi-
tlons, compose a sympathetic quartet,

They Meet nt Breakfast.

When they meet at breakfast after the
night of obligatory separation the hus-
band of the last couple to arrive is al-
together disenchanting. A determined
eold in the head kecps him sneezine,
while the loss of his luggage deprives
him of the becoming necessities of the
tollet, Then he §s hungry enough to
pay mora than usual deference to the
kipper, the kldneys and the bacon. The
vosseting wife of this gentleman has ul-
ready arrived with a young cavaller,

who shows plainly he has had too much |

of her.

Just as this eombination of elements |
has reacted in the dramatic past it did |
yesterday afterncon. A note of novelty |
came in the flight of the two men to
enjoy together freedom from the al-
tentions of the women In that part of |
southern France to which they were
hooked to travel with them. Fortu-
nataly the wife who must cosszet some-

l

body finds a sick man servant to oecupy |

her time,
wins the philathropie host,
his payment In her soclety.

who found

Nearly Always Amusing.

"The Dover Road" i. nearky alwaye
amusing, always comic in the best
fashion of the contemporansous Tng-
lish humorists and its qualnt changes
of mood keep it always free from the
sense of strain. It appenrs equaliy froe
from the laborious search for somsething
that may serve to keep up the houp la
when onn incldent haz been passed
There is nothing more diverting in the
rlay than the qulet pessage in which
the devoted wife reads to her husband
from Cilbhon's Mistory of the
Empire,

such a little masterpiece was actel
auite as well as It desarved, Charles
Cherry imparted his suave and mellow
art to the part of the fantastic dweller
on tha Dover Road, nnd with his old-
fashioned neckwear gave him a touch of
past century gallantry., Miss Winfred
Lenthan, who had toe mueh humor (inal-

The add woman thereupon |

Roman |

Iy to elope with her lover, communicated |

the same quality to the audlence. She
added moreover a sense of strongly per-

sonal ehurm which was quite Irresistible. |

Livonel Watts's study of the unmarried

aultor was a delightfully natural por- |

traval, and Reginald Mason found op-
portunity for more conventional
which We shared with Miss Molly
won, George  Riddell’'s
monument of melancholy humor. Miss
Helen Crise had designed a charmingly
artistic Interior for the three acts.

PLAYWRIGHTS WOULD
HAVE OWN CENSORSHIP

Move to Forestall ‘Political’
Action by State.

Organizations connected with the
theater toolk steps yesterday to fore-
atall a so-called political or State cen-
sorship of plays by establishing a
censorshlp of their own. After the
meating of yesterday,

Pear-

fun, |

butler was o |

in which the Au-|

thors League of America, the American |
Dramatists and the Actors Equity As-|
sociation were represented, it was san- |

nounced that another meeting will be
held in a few days to discuss plans for

the new movement “to solve problems |
arising out of questionable plays, which |

may lead to publle protest.'’

A leteer was pent by the associations
concerned tp Sam H. Harris, president
of the Produclng Managers' Assocla-
tion, Invitlng his interest and ecoopora-
tlon In the movement and Informing
him ¢hat the three organizations had
appointed committees to take
action  pegerding  the production
plays thut provoke public protost.

JURY 0. K.'S “"DEMI-VIRGIN."”

Complninis Aganinst Al Woods Dis-
missed by Talley.

Diemissal of the two complaintas
against Al H, Woods, charging him with
presenting an obscene play,
Virgin,"
In Clenern]l Seasjone yvesterday
regular December Grand Jury.

Among witnesaes who appeared before

[0

by the

|
promut

“The Demi- |
was reported to Judge Talley |

the Jury were Willlam MeAdeo, Chief |
Clty Magistrate : Jolin 8. Sumner, super
intendent of the Soclety for the Prevens
tien of Crime, and asvorai others, The
play was reid to the Crand Jury by
Richard , Murphy, Azalstant Dirtrict
Attorney. Mr, Woods made pppllcation
to nppear hefore the Jury, but wia not
walled, F

NOTES OF THE THEATERS.

NATIONAL PLAYERS OPEN

WITH A ‘TRILBY’ REVIVAL

New Association of the Theater Starts Activities With
Fine Performance at the National.

The associutlon of players called the
National Company, Inc., began lts sea-
son last night with two conditions in s
favor. In the first place thgse actors
who have formed a company to present
the famous dramas are among the best
known in thelr professlon. Then they
hauve for an arena Walter Jordan's beau-
tiful National Theater, which is one of
the most comfortable and atiractive in
the city. 'There was a third condition in
thelr favor last night, when they began
their season in presenting such a popu-
lar play as Paul Potter made out of
Du Maurier's “Trilby."”

A quarter of a century has passed
since thils dramatic version of i notable
best seller conquered the playgoing pub-
lie the world over, The novel which in-
spired Mr. Potter s forgotten. Yet the
play, so effectlvely are Ita values dis-
tributed, still crops up from time to
time. Mr. Potter did such expert work
In transfering this bit of fiction from

came o model for nll adaptors who
would make use of popular fictlon for
tho stage.

That would be a hollow triumph If
the play did not continue to exercise In
# large measure |ts old witchery. Audl-
ences still find In ft the insplration to
laugh and to weep and to shiver. That
is n mighty achlevement for any play
that has pasged the quarter of a century
mark.

Wilton Lackaye last night repeated
his fumous Svenpal, which Is a classic
melodramatic  impersonation of the
Amerlean stage, 1t ranks with Henry
Irving's Matthias in our gallery. Ed-
mund Lowe and Miss Charlotte Walker
embody with every physical beauty the
two yvoung lovers, Ignacio Martinettl, of
the authentic days of “Triiby"”; George
'Nash, Joseph Alien, Frank Doane, Misa
Jeffreys Lewls, Mrs. Carrie Radeliffe
and Harry Mestayer are some of the
actors in such a notable revival of a

JOHN C. FISHER LEAVES
ESTATE TO ACTRESS |

Will Makes Mrs. Olivia Sener
Chief Beneficiary.

* Caicaco, Dec. 23.—The will of tha
late John C. Fisher, manager of the
Irish Players, who dled suddenly here
last Sunday, was filed for probata to-
day. Under lts terms “any and all per-
sons who claim to be helrs at law to
any part of my estate’” are cut off with
a bequest of §1, and the residue of the
estate, variously estimated at from
$60,000 to §200,000, I8 bequeathed to
Mre, Olivia Depp Seller of 8L Louls, Mo,

The beneflciary {8 said to have been
an actress In  several productions
brought out by Mr, Fisher. Two sls-
ters, a half brother and a daughter
survive Mr. Flsher,

FIDELITY CHRISTMAS FPARTY,

The Actors Fidelity League will have | 5

a Christmns Day festival and Christmas
tree party in The Attic at their head-
quarteras to-morrow from 2 until 2
o'clock., The hosta and hostesses will
include Miss Blanche Bates, Miss
Lenore Ulric, Miss Frances Starr, Miss

popular play that all theatergoers should

one medium to another that it easily be.

son it.

Janct Beecher, Misa Ina Claire, Miss
Alma Tell, AMiss Minnle Dupree, Miss
May Irwin, David Warfield, Henry

Miller, George M. Cobhan, Howard Kyle,
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CONTINUOUS DANCING
Nightly—Sunday gnd Holiday Afternoons

CHRISTMAS EVE—Special features, Toys,
CHRISTMAS  CHRISTMAS and NEW YEA
Dencing from 2:30. Two Bands.
and NEW YEAR'S EVE—Special Exhibitions.
NEW YEAR’'S Plenty of Noise Makers. Lots of fun,
MONDAY, DEC. 26, and MONDAY, JAN. 2
FEATURES = Dancing from 2:30. Souvenirs. Two
Ja S

Contests Tues. Nights & Sun. Afternoons
AYE.

Exhibitions Thursdays
STH STREET, NEAR LEXINGTON

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS DINNER $3.00

Served from Noon to 8 P. M.

: NEW YEAR’S EVE CELEBRATION

| SUPPER-DANCE $4.60 A COVER
Scrved from 10 P. M. to 1 A. M.

SOUVENIRS—FAVORS—DANCING.

The Great Northern Hotel

1l 118 West 57th St. o ene. "™* Circle 1900

SIXTH AVE.nd
40w STREET
i [OPPGHITL BEVANT PRin]
The Restaurant of #
Proven Popularily.
Noted for the
Excellence of its
W Food and Service

“Where the
Discriminating

Dinc_cmd

Broadway and 103d St.

Subway Express Station at Door
Near Riverside Drive, Central Park,
Theatres and Shopping Sections.

Special To-morrow
Delicious Full C
Cle:rlii::‘:::s Sinne:u“e s2 .50

Exceplional Orchestra
Mestnurant u ls Carte and Table d'Hota
Phone Riverside 7680

]

M. P. MURTHA, Mgr.

W&&!&! 3—33‘51 3&&%&%&%&%&

CHRISTMAS DINNER To-MORROW $1.50

‘;:':f:fu N Plaew Like It in New York The Merrisst
mfr, L ntn

Heimat:

170th St. & 8t Nichelas Ave.

$1.50
3 Blocks from 181st Si.

RESERVEYOUR TABLES FORNEW YEAR'SEVE
|.l PHONE WAD. 251

Subwey, Buses Pass Doo

Hotel Marselﬂﬂesﬁ

n
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Christmas

IS IR IIIFEDIEIFIFRT

S. S. FLOTILLA

RESTAURANT

100 YACHTS 100
b5 i “MAYFLOWER” b
_ST. “IRRESISTIBLE” ST.
b iori “MANDALAY” Corepronts

Captain’s Dinner
DE LUXE
NO NO
Sover $2.50 Soves.
ANNOUNCEMENT
Harry A. Yerkes
AND HIS -

Flotilla Orchestra

Will Play Nightly

NOTE:—This Exquisite Dance Orchestra
Meakes Your Dancing the Poetry of Motion.

® DANCING  BILLIARDS- ROLLER SKATING &

St. tholas Rink. 69 W. 65th St
- OO OO I|.I |I: i

IFMFHMIW'IIHIIﬂI[llllfII'IlrmlllI'h 11O O

MEET ME AT THE

EDANCING CARNIVALE

AT THE ST. NICHOLAS RINK
69 WEST 66TH STREET

Come and see your old friends again, the Ideal Place to spend
your Christmas and New Years.

DANCING | ROLLER SKATING

TO-DAY 2.30 | TO-DAY 2.30 7,
P. M. to 12.30 | P. M. to 12.30
Splendid dance| A
music, Good venti-
lation. Large corps
of instructors on| :
hand at all times | BF€AL
for lessons, either [the rhythm of live-
private or eon the II' heilli £
floor. Morning les- | thrilling music
sons by dpl,gm[_ by our roller-skat- HII
ment, I!ng band.

maple
which
around

superh
floor on to

BWeen in

R

cirelea to

LXDER THE CAREFUL MANAGEMENT OF THE

DANCING CARNIVAL

Columbus Gircle |

'REISENWEBER'S ity

52 DINNER D DE LUXE 52

Served 6 to 9 P. M. No Cover Charge.
Old-Fashioned BEEFSTEAK DINNER $2
including VODVIL & DANCING

—-——Nightly from 7:30 to Closing— — —

RENDEZVOUS IM PARADISE.

ﬂ'—t-.‘

AFTER
THEATRE

E Tamous Restaurant e e bl
14ihSt. Dear Tourth Ave. """ o

e e

o e————] lol—=]o}ojo]—=]|n|c——""75]
Central Park West

Toton Bouse Som oo,

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS DINNER $
Served from Noon Until 9 P. M, 2
Phone Columbus 9395 for Reserv.hom.

‘f R - o R 'F U

@olel Cumberland

Broadway at 54th St.

TO-MORROW
Christmas Dinner
$1.50

AT SE NSNS

Served from Noon to 8 P. M.

W EE G T

Phene Circle 2720 for Reserrations E
MR AR R

TONIGHT e
“ I} ||| Martha Washington
The largest and most || ||| 29th and 30th Street
beautiful Dance Palace One Block East of 5th Avenus

in the world with a

floor covering the entire Announces a Special
length and width of the CHRISTMAS DINNER
| Garden—32,000 sq. ft. S
\ 2 5 erved from Noon to 8 P. M.
| Continuousdancingmade
| possible by two bands to- $1 .50 CSE'FE{IR 51 .50

talling forty pieces play-
ing at intervals. For Table Reservation

Admission s0c Mad. Sq. 6590,

The management will peve

" redned d‘.mnnl onl

This will be stric ..r»i.-,,] U
MADISON || DR

— QUAINTEST PLACRe
== [N AMERICA ~

Mﬁm

RROADWAY & 30th ar

RESERVE YOUR TABLES

New Year's Fve & Christmas I): ne
PHONE 4062 LONGAURK

SQUARE
GARDEN |

uchows

Tw) TEILEA

12150 TOo § ™ ¥i ANI it A

HOTEL LUCERNE, 201 Weat Tih S |
WILLARD, T6ih 8t & Wasl Kod Aw,

-0-0-0-0-_0-0-0-_0-‘




